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(57) ABSTRACT

A multi-purpose camera system includes an image capture
block and an image signal processing block. The image cap-
ture block is arranged for generating an image signal, wherein
the image capture block has an image sensor, an optical
system, and a control circuit. The image signal processing
block is arranged for processing the image signal. When the
multi-purpose camera system is operated in a first operation
mode, the multi-purpose camera system acts as a camera for
generating a captured image output; when the multi-purpose
camera system is operated in a second operation mode, the
multi-purpose camera system acts as part of a user input
apparatus for receiving a user input; and an overall configu-
ration of the control circuit and the image signal processing
block in the first operation mode is different from an overall
configuration of the control circuit and the image signal pro-
cessing block in the second operation mode.

25 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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MULTI-PURPOSE CAMERA SYSTEM
SUPPORTING NORMAL CAMERA
FUNCTIONALITY AND ADDITIONAL USER
INPUT FUNCTIONALITY

BACKGROUND

The disclosed embodiments of the present invention relate
to a camera system, and more particularly, to a multi-purpose
camera system which supports normal camera functionality
and additional user input functionality.

A traditional feature phone is equipped with standard
directional buttons or a directional pad. In general, the stan-
dard directional button/directional pad is made by a mechani-
cal structure. Hence, to enter the user input, the user has to
press the directional button/directional pad with larger force.
In addition, as the standard directional button/directional pad
is implemented using the mechanical structure, it may have
degraded sensitivity after being used for a long time.

Thus, there is a need for an improved user interface which
can take place of the standard directional button/directional
pad for cost reduction and allow the user to easily and accu-
rately enter the user input.

SUMMARY

In accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, a multi-purpose camera system which supports
normal camera functionality and additional user input func-
tionality is proposed to solve the above-mentioned problem.

According to a first aspect of the present invention, an
exemplary multi-purpose camera system is disclosed. The
exemplary multi-purpose camera system includes an image
capture block and an image signal processing block. The
image capture block is arranged for generating an image
signal, wherein the image capture block has an image sensor,
an optical system, and a control circuit. The image signal
processing block is arranged for processing the image signal.
When the multi-purpose camera system is operated in a first
operation mode, the multi-purpose camera system acts as a
camera for generating a captured image output; when the
multi-purpose camera system is operated in a second opera-
tion mode, the multi-purpose camera system acts as part of a
user input apparatus for receiving a user input; and an overall
configuration of the control circuit and the image signal pro-
cessing block in the first operation mode is different from an
overall configuration of the control circuit and the image
signal processing block in the second operation mode.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, an
exemplary electronic device is disclosed. The exemplary
electronic device includes a multi-purpose camera system
and a user input processing system. The multi-purpose cam-
era system includes an image capture block and an image
signal processing block. The image capture block is arranged
for generating an image signal, wherein the image capture
block comprises an image sensor, an optical system, and a
control circuit. The image signal processing block is arranged
for processing the image signal, wherein when the multi-
purpose camera system is operated in a first operation mode,
the multi-purpose camera system acts as a camera for gener-
ating a captured image output; when the multi-purpose cam-
era system is operated in a second operation mode, the multi-
purpose camera system acts as part of a user input apparatus
for receiving a user input; and an overall configuration of the
control circuit and the image signal processing block in the
first operation mode is different from an overall configuration
of'the control circuit and the image signal processing block in
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the second operation mode. The user input processing system
is for acting as another part of the user input apparatus, and is
arranged for identifying the user input by processing an
image output of the image signal processing block in the
second operation mode.

According to a third aspect of the present invention, an
exemplary multi-purpose camera system integrated in a por-
table electronic device is disclosed. The exemplary multi-
purpose camera system includes an image capture block and
an image signal processing block. The image capture block is
arranged for generating an image signal. The image signal
processing block is arranged for processing the image signal.
When the multi-purpose camera system is operated in a first
operation mode, the multi-purpose camera system acts as a
camera for generating a captured image output; and when the
multi-purpose camera system is operated in a second opera-
tion mode, the multi-purpose camera system acts as part of'a
user input apparatus for receiving a user input.

These and other objectives of the present invention will no
doubt become obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art after
reading the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiment that is illustrated in the various figures and draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an electronic device
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary implementa-
tion of the multi-purpose camera system shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a mode switching opera-
tion of the multi-purpose camera system according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary implementa-
tion of the user input processing system shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary user input
identification operation performed by the user input process-
ing system to identify the user input as one optical mouse
operation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Certain terms are used throughout the description and fol-
lowing claims to refer to particular components. As one
skilled in the art will appreciate, manufacturers may refer to a
component by different names. This document does not
intend to distinguish between components that differ in name
but not function. In the following description and in the
claims, the terms “include” and “comprise” are used in an
open-ended fashion, and thus should be interpreted to mean
“include, but not limited to . . . . Also, the term “electrically
connected” is intended to mean either an indirect or direct
electrical connection. Accordingly, if one device is electri-
cally connected to another device, that connection may be
through a direct electrical connection, or through an indirect
electrical connection via other devices and connections.

The main concept of the present invention is to use a
camera system as part of a user input apparatus. In other
words, the present invention is directed to a multi-purpose
camera system which supports multiple operation modes. For
example, when the multi-purpose camera system is operated
in a first operation mode, the multi-purpose camera system
acts as a normal camera, and when the multi-purpose camera
system is operated in a second operation mode, the multi-
purpose camera system acts as part of the user input appara-
tus. Further details are described as below.
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an electronic device
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The electronic device 100 may a portable electronic
device, such as a mobile phone with the proposed multi-
purpose camera system integrated therein. As shown in FIG.
1, the electronic device 100 includes, but is not limited to, a
multi-purpose camera system 102 and a user input processing
system 104. The multi-purpose camera system 102 has an
image capture block 106 and an image signal processing
block 108, where the image capture block 106 has an optical
system 112, an image sensor 114, and a control circuit 116.
The image capture block 106 is arranged for generating an
image signal S_IMG, and the image signal processing block
108 is arranged for processing the image signal S_IMG to
generate an image output IMG_OUT1/IMG_OUT2. When
the multi-purpose camera system 102 is operated in a first
operation mode (e.g., a normal camera mode), the multi-
purpose camera system 102 acts as a camera for generating a
captured image output IMG_OUTI1. However, when the
multi-purpose camera system 102 is operated in a second
operation mode (e.g., a special camera mode such as an
optical mouse mode), the multi-purpose camera system 102
acts as part of a user input apparatus for receiving a user input
and correspondingly generating an image output
IMG_OUT?2. Besides, the user input processing system 104
acts as another part of the user input apparatus, and is
arranged for identifying the user input by processing the
image output IMG_OUT2 of the image signal processing
block 108 in the second operation mode. It should be noted
that an overall configuration of the control circuit 116 and the
image signal processing block 108 in the first operation mode
is different from an overall configuration of the control circuit
116 and the image signal processing block 108 in the second
operation mode.

Please refer to FIG. 2, which is a diagram illustrating an
exemplary implementation of the multi-purpose camera sys-
tem 102 shown in FIG. 1. As shown in FIG. 2, the control
circuit 116 in the image capture block 106 may include a
focus control module 202 and an exposure control module
204. The optical system 112 may include a lens module
whose focus setting and exposure setting (e.g., aperture size
and/or shutter speed) are controlled by the focus control mod-
ule 202 and the exposure control module 204, respectively.
Regarding the image signal processing block 108, it includes
a plurality of signal processing modules, such as a pre-pro-
cessing module 212, a white balance module 214, a demosaic
module 216, a color transform module 218, and a post-pro-
cessing module 220. The pre-processing module 212 may
perform dark current compensation, linearization, flare com-
pensation, etc. The white balance module 214 may perform
automatic/manual compensation for white balance by apply-
ing different weighting factors to the red (R), green (G) and
blue (B) components of an image. The demosaic module 216
may make use of pixel neighborhood information to estimate
values of pixel colors that are not measured/sensed by the
image sensor 114. The color transform module 218 may
perform a color transform from one color space to another
color space. For example, the color transform module 218
may perform an RGB-to-YUYV color transform upon a color
image to thereby derive a black & white image. The post-
processing module 220 may perform color-artifact removal,
edge enhancement, coring, etc.

By way of example, but not limitation, changing the overall
configuration of the control circuit 116 and the image signal
processing block 108 may berealized by disabling at least one
signal processing module/control module and/or controlling
at least one signal processing module/control module to
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employ a different algorithm (e.g., a simplified algorithm or a
low-power algorithm). For clarity, assuming that the multi-
purpose camera system 102 acts as part of an optical mouse
when configured to operate in the second operation mode
(e.g., special camera mode), several examples with reference
to the exemplary multi-purpose camera system 102 shown in
FIG. 2 are disclosed hereinatter.

In a first exemplary design, at least one signal processing
module included in the image signal processing block 108 is
enabled (or powered on) in the first operation mode, and is
disabled (or powered off) in the second operation mode. As
the multi-purpose camera system 102 operated in the second
operation mode to perform an optical mouse function does
not need to produce a precise image of a captured scene, one
or more of the signal processing modules included in the
image signal processing block 108 may be shut down without
affecting the desired optical mouse function. For example, the
pre-processing module 212, the white balance module 214
and/or the post-processing module 220 may be disabled when
the multi-purpose camera system 102 is operated in the sec-
ond operation mode, such that the input of the disabled signal
processing module is bypassed without being processed by
the disabled signal processing module. Additionally, due to
shutting down one or more signal processing modules in the
second operation mode, power consumption of the image
signal processing block 108 in the second operation mode is
lower than power consumption of the image signal processing
block 108 in the first operation mode. In a case where the
electronic device 100 is a portable electronic device powered
by a battery device, the electronic device 100 may benefit
from such a low power consumption feature of the multi-
purpose camera system 102 when the multi-purpose camera
system 102 is configured to act as part of an optical mouse
which is required to continuously capture successive images
for detecting movement/action of an object such as user’s
finger.

In a second exemplary design, at least one signal process-
ing module included in the image signal processing block 108
employs a first algorithm in the first operation mode, and
employs a second algorithm different from the first algorithm
in the second operation mode. As the multi-purpose camera
system 102 operated in the second operation mode to perform
an optical mouse function does not need to produce a precise
image of a captured scene, one or more of the signal process-
ing modules included in the image signal processing block
108 may employ the second algorithm (e.g., a simplified
algorithm or a low-power algorithm) without affecting the
desired optical mouse function. Hence, images which can be
used to successfully detect the movement/action of the object
(e.g., user’s finger) may be obtained by configuring the demo-
saic module 216 to use a simplest algorithm among all avail-
able demosaicing algorithms, and/or configuring the color
transform module 218 to perform an RGB-to-YUV color
transform upon a color image to generate a black & white
image and only store luminance (Y) values derived from the
RGB-to-YUYV color transform.

After a luminance image (i.e., black & white image) is
obtained by the color transform module 218, the following
post-processing module 220 may derive a binary image from
the black & white image by comparing a luminance value of
each pixel in the black & white image with a threshold value,
assigning a first predetermined luminance value (e.g., 255) to
the pixel when the luminance value is greater than the thresh-
old value, and assigning a second predetermined luminance
value (e.g., 0) to the pixel when the luminance value is not
greater than the threshold value. Thus, as the computational
complexity is reduced due to image binarization, the optical
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mouse function can be easily realized through analyzing suc-
cessive binary images by using the simplified algorithm/low-
power algorithm.

Alternatively, after a luminance image (i.e., black & white
image) is obtained by the color transform module 218, the
following post-processing module 220 may down-sample the
black & white image with an original image resolution (e.g.,
720%x480) to generate a down-sampled black & white image
with a reduced image resolution (e.g., 45x30), and then derive
a binary image from the down-sampled black & white image
by comparing a luminance value of each pixel in the down-
sampled black & white image with a threshold value, assign-
ing a first predetermined luminance value (e.g., 255) to the
pixel when the luminance value is greater than the threshold
value, and assigning a second predetermined luminance value
(e.g., 0) to the pixel when the luminance value is not greater
than the threshold value. Thus, as the computational com-
plexity may be significantly reduced by image binarization
and down-sampling, the optical mouse function can be easily
realized through analyzing successive down-sampled binary
images by using simplified algorithm/low-power algorithm.

Additionally, due to using simplified algorithm/low-power
algorithm in the second operation mode, power consumption
of'the image signal processing block 108 in the second opera-
tion mode is lower than power consumption of the image
signal processing block 108 in the first operation mode. In a
case where the electronic device 100 is a portable electronic
device powered by a battery device, the electronic device 100
may benefit from such a low power consumption feature of
the multi-purpose camera system 102 when the multi-pur-
pose camera system 102 is configured to act as part of an
optical mouse which is required to continuously capture suc-
cessive images for detecting movement/action of an object
such as user’s finger.

In a third exemplary design, at least one control module
included in the control circuit 116 employs a first algorithm in
the first operation mode, and employs a second algorithm
different from the first algorithm in the second operation
mode. As the multi-purpose camera system 102 operated in
the second operation mode to perform an optical mouse func-
tion does not need to produce a precise image of a captured
scene, one or more of the control modules included in the
control circuit 116 may employ the second algorithm (e.g., a
simplified algorithm or a low-power algorithm) without
affecting the desired optical mouse function. More specifi-
cally, the object (e.g., user’s finger) to be detected in the
second operation mode is generally placed just in front of the
camera lens of the optical system 112. Hence, images which
can be used to successfully detect the movement/action of the
object (e.g., user’s finger) may be obtained by setting the
exposure control module 204 to use a pre-defined and fixed
exposure parameter setting instead of a normal auto-exposure
function, and/or setting the focus control module 202 to use a
pre-defined and fixed focus parameter setting instead of a
normal auto-focus function. Additionally, due to using sim-
plified algorithm/low-power algorithm in the second opera-
tion mode, power consumption of the control circuit 116 in
the second operation mode is lower than power consumption
of'the control circuit 116 in the first operation mode. In a case
where the electronic device 100 is a portable electronic device
powered by a battery device, the electronic device 100 may
benefit from such a low power consumption feature of the
multi-purpose camera system 102 when the multi-purpose
camera system 102 is configured to act as part of an optical
mouse which is required to continuously capture successive
images for detecting movement/action of an object such as
user’s finger.
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In a fourth exemplary design, the image capture block 106
is configured to operate in a first capture frame rate in the first
operation mode, and is configured to operate in a second
capture frame rate higher than the first capture frame rate in
the second operation mode. For example, the first capture
frame rate is set by a normal frame rate of a camera, and the
second capture frame rate is set by a highest frame rate sup-
ported by the multi-purpose camera system 102. With an
increased capture frame rate employed by the multi-purpose
camera system 102 in the second operation mode, the sensi-
tivity of the optical mouse function is improved accordingly.

In a fifth exemplary design, the image capture block 106 is
configured to operate in a first capture resolution in the first
operation mode, and is configured to operate in a second
capture resolution lower than the first capture resolution in the
second operation mode. As the multi-purpose camera system
102 operated in the second operation mode to perform an
optical mouse function does not need to produce a precise
image of a captured scene, the capture resolution may be
reduced in the second operation mode to reduce the compu-
tational complexity as well as power consumption. Similarly,
in a case where the electronic device 100 is a portable elec-
tronic device powered by a battery device, the electronic
device 100 may benefit from such a low power consumption
feature of the multi-purpose camera system 102 when the
multi-purpose camera system 102 is configured to act as part
of'an optical mouse which is required to continuously capture
successive images for detecting movement/action of an
object such as user’s finger.

As mentioned above, the multi-purpose camera system 102
supports different operation modes, including the first opera-
tion mode (e.g., normal camera mode) and the second opera-
tion mode (e.g., optical mouse mode). The multi-purpose
camera system 102 may switch between different operation
modes in response to a mode control signal triggered by the
user or application software. FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating
a mode switching operation of the multi-purpose camera
system 102 according to an exemplary embodiment. Pro-
vided that the result is substantially the same, the steps are not
required to be executed in the exact order shown in FIG. 3.
The exemplary mode switching operation may be briefly
summarized as follows.

Step 300: Start.

Step 302: Check which operation mode that the multi-
purpose camera system 102 should enter. [fthe multi-purpose
camera system 102 is required to enter the first operation
mode (e.g., normal camera mode), the flow proceeds with
step 304. If the multi-purpose camera system 102 is required
to enter the second operation mode (e.g., optical mouse
mode), the flow proceeds with step 310.

Step 304: Set the normal capture frame rate for the normal
camera mode.

Step 306: Enable control modules of the control circuit 116
and signal processing modules of the image signal processing
block 108 in the normal camera mode.

Step 308: Perform the normal camera process to generate
the captured image output IMG_OUT1. Next, the flow pro-
ceeds with step 302 to check if the current operation mode
should be changed.

Step 310: Set the higher capture frame rate for the optical
mouse mode.

Step 312: Shut down at least one module of the control
circuit 116 and the image signal processing block 108, and/or
control at least one module of the control circuit 116 and the
image signal processing block 108 to employ a simplified
algorithm or a low-power algorithm.
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Step 314: Perform the optical mouse process to generate
the image output IMG_OUT2. Next, the flow proceeds with
step 302 to check if the current operation mode should be
changed.

As aperson skilled in the art can readily understand details
of'each step in FIG. 3 after reading above paragraphs, further
description is omitted here for brevity.

After the image output IMG_OUT2 is generated from the
multi-purpose camera system 102, the image output
IMG_OUT2 may be further processed to identify the user
input, such as movement/action of user’s finger. For example,
the user input processing system 104 shown in FIG. 1 may
identify the user input as one of a plurality of predetermined
mouse operations, including a single click action, a double
click action, a fast/slow cursor move action, etc. When an
image frame of the image output IMG_OUT?2 indicates that
there is no object (e.g., user’s finger) present, an “All White”
status is detected by the user input processing system 104.
When an image of the image output IMG_OUT?2 indicates
that there is an object (e.g., user’s finger) present and the
covered image area percentage of the object (e.g., user’s
finger) in the checked image frame exceeds a threshold value,
an “All Black” status is detected by the user input processing
system 104. Hence, in a case where the user input processing
system 104 sequentially detects “All White” status, “All
Black” status and “All White” status when processing three
consecutive image frames of the image output IMG_OUT2,
the user input processing system 104 therefore identifies the
user input as a single click action. In another case where the
user input processing system 104 sequentially detects “All
White” status, “All Black™ status, “All White” status and “All
Black” status when processing four consecutive image
frames of the image output IMG_OUT2, the user input pro-
cessing system 104 therefore identifies the user input as a
double click action.

Besides, the user input processing system 104 may obtain
coordinate information of the object (e.g., user’s finger) by
processing image frames of the image output IMG_OUT?2.
For example, the user input processing system 104 may per-
form the global motion estimation operation upon the image
frames of the image output IMG_OUT?2 to identify coordi-
nates of the object (e.g., user’s finger) found in the image
frames. Please refer to FIG. 4, which is a diagram illustrating
an exemplary implementation of the user input processing
system 104 shown in FIG. 1. The user input processing sys-
tem 104 includes a global motion estimation block 402 and a
processor 404. The global motion estimation block 402 is
arranged for generating global motion information INF
according to the image output IMG_OUT2 of the image
signal processing block 108. The processor 404 is arranged
for identitying the user input according to the global motion
information INF. When none of the aforementioned “All
White” state and “All Black” status can be detected in the
consecutive image frames each having the covered image
area percentage of the object (e.g., user’s finger) not exceed-
ing the threshold value, the processor 404 may calculate the
coordinate change rate of consecutive image frames of the
image output IMG_OUT2 to determine if the user input is a
fast cursor move action or a slow cursor move action.

The global motion estimation block 402 may be a func-
tional block dedicated to processing the image output
IMG_OUT?2 generated in the second operation mode. How-
ever, this is for illustrative purposes only, and is not meant to
be a limitation of the present invention. Alternatively, if the
camera system is equipped with an electronic image stabili-
zation (EIS) module, the EIS module may also be used as the
global motion estimation block 402 due to the fact that the
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EIS module is capable of performing the desired global
motion estimation. That is, the EIS module performs its des-
ignated EIS function when the multi-purpose camera system
102 is operated in the first operation mode (e.g., normal
camera mode), and acts as the global motion estimation block
402 when the multi-purpose camera system 102 is operated in
the second operation mode (e.g., optical mouse mode).

Similarly, the processor 404 may be a functional block
dedicated to processing the global motion information INF
derived from the image output IMG_OUT2 to identify the
user input as a fast cursor move action or a slow cursor move
action, or processing image frames of the image output
IMG_OUT?2 to identify the user input as a single click action
or a double click action. However, this is for illustrative
purposes only, and is not meant to be a limitation of the
present invention. In an alternative design, a central process-
ing unit (CPU) of the electronic device 100 may also be used
to act as the processor 404.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary user input
identification operation performed by the user input process-
ing system 104 to identify the user input as one optical mouse
operation. Provided that the result is substantially the same,
the steps are not required to be executed in the exact order
shown in FIG. 5. The exemplary user input identification
operation may be briefly summarized as follows.

Step 500: Start.

Step 502: Receive an image of the image output
IMG_OUT2 generated from the image signal processing
block 108 in the second operation mode.

Step 504: Check if the received image frame of the image
output IMG_OUT2 has an object (e.g., a dark image area
representative of user’s finger) present. If yes, go to step 508;
otherwise, go to step 506:

Step 506: Send an “All White” status. Next, the flow pro-
ceeds with step 502 to receive the next image of the image
output IMG_OUT?2.

Step 508: Check if the covered image area percentage of
the object exceeds a threshold value. If yes, go to step 510;
otherwise, go to step 512.

Step 510: Send an “All Black” status. Next, the flow pro-
ceeds with step 502 to receive the next image of the image
output IMG_OUT?2.

Step 512: Perform global motion estimation upon adjacent
images to derive the global motion information INF.

Step 514: According to the global motion information INF,
calculate the optical mouse coordinate. Next, the flow pro-
ceeds with step 502 to receive the next image of the image
output IMG_OUT?2.

Based on the status transition pattern (e.g., a sequence of
“All White”, “All Black” and “All White”, or a sequence of
“All White”, “All Black”, “All White” and “All Black™) or the
optical mouse coordinates, the processor 404 is capable of
identifying the user input as one optical mouse operation. As
a person skilled in the art can readily understand details of
each step in FIG. 5 after reading above paragraphs, further
description is omitted here for brevity.

Please note that proposed multi-purpose camera system
102 of the present invention is not limited to the optical mouse
application. In one alternative design, the user input process-
ing system 104 shown in FIG. 1 may identify the user input as
one of a plurality of predetermined directional key opera-
tions, including an up key pressing action, a down key press-
ing action, a left key pressing action, and a right key pressing
action. For example, the processor 404 may compare coordi-
nates of the object (e.g., user’s finger) in different image
frames to determine which directional key operation is
entered by the user. In another alternative design, the user
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input processing system 104 shown in FIG. 1 may identify the
user input as one of a plurality of predetermined touch panel
operations. To put it simply, the user input apparatus com-
posed of the multi-purpose camera system 102 and the user
input processing system 104 operated in the second operation
mode may act as an optical mouse, directional keys/direc-
tional pad or a touch panel, depending upon actual design
requirement/consideration.

Those skilled in the art will readily observe that numerous
modifications and alterations of the device and method may
be made while retaining the teachings of the invention.
Accordingly, the above disclosure should be construed as
limited only by the metes and bounds of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A multi-purpose camera system, comprising:

an image capture block, arranged for generating an image

signal, wherein the image capture block comprises an
image sensor, an optical system, and a control circuit;
and

an image signal processing block, arranged for processing

the image signal;

wherein when the multi-purpose camera system is oper-

ated in a first operation mode, the multi-purpose camera
system acts as a camera for generating a captured image
output; when the multi-purpose camera system is oper-
ated in a second operation mode, the multi-purpose cam-
era system acts as part of a user input apparatus for
receiving a user input; an overall configuration of the
control circuit and the image signal processing block in
the first operation mode is different from an overall
configuration of the control circuit and the image signal
processing block in the second operation mode; and at
least one of the image signal processing block and the
control circuit has lower power consumption in the sec-
ond operation mode than in the first operation mode.

2. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
power consumption of the image signal processing block in
the second operation mode is lower than power consumption
of the image signal processing block in the first operation
mode.

3. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
one signal processing module included in the image signal
processing block is enabled in the first operation mode, and is
disabled in the second operation mode.

4. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
one signal processing module included in the image signal
processing block employs a first algorithm in the first opera-
tion mode, and employs a second algorithm different from the
first algorithm in the second operation mode.

5. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
power consumption of the control circuit in the second opera-
tion mode is lower than power consumption of the control
circuit in the first operation mode.

6. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
one control module included in the control circuit employs a
first algorithm in the first operation mode, and employs a
second algorithm different from the first algorithm in the
second operation mode.

7. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
when the multi-purpose camera system acts as part of the user
input apparatus, the control circuit employs a pre-defined and
fixed focus parameter setting.

8. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
when the multi-purpose camera system acts as part of the user
input apparatus, the control circuit employs a pre-defined and
fixed exposure parameter setting.
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9. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
the image signal processing block converts a color image into
a black & white image in the second operation mode.

10. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 9, wherein
the image signal processing block performs an RGB-to-YUV
color transform upon the color image, and only stores lumi-
nance values derived from the RGB-to-YUYV color transform.

11. A multi-purpose camera system, comprising:

an image capture block, arranged for generating an image

signal, wherein the image capture block comprises an
image sensor, an optical system, and a control circuit;
and

an image signal processing block, arranged for processing

the image signal;

wherein when the multi-purpose camera system is oper-

ated in a first operation mode, the multi-purpose camera
system acts as a camera for generating a captured image
output; when the multi-purpose camera system is oper-
ated in a second operation mode, the multi-purpose cam-
era system acts as part of a user input apparatus for
receiving a user input; an overall configuration of the
control circuit and the image signal processing block in
the first operation mode is different from an overall
configuration of the control circuit and the image signal
processing block in the second operation mode; the
image signal processing block converts a color image
into a black & white image in the second operation
mode; the image signal processing block further com-
pares a luminance value of a pixel in the black & white
image with a threshold value; when the luminance value
is greater than the threshold value, the image signal
processing block assigns a first predetermined lumi-
nance value to the pixel; and when the luminance value
is not greater than the threshold value, the image signal
processing block assigns a second predetermined lumi-
nance value to the pixel.

12. A multi-purpose camera system, comprising:

an image capture block, arranged for generating an image

signal, wherein the image capture block comprises an
image sensor, an optical system, and a control circuit;
and

an image signal processing block, arranged for processing

the image signal;

wherein when the multi-purpose camera system is oper-

ated in a first operation mode, the multi-purpose camera
system acts as a camera for generating a captured image
output; when the multi-purpose camera system is oper-
ated in a second operation mode, the multi-purpose cam-
era system acts as part of a user input apparatus for
receiving a user input; and an overall configuration of
the control circuit and the image signal processing block
in the first operation mode is different from an overall
configuration of the control circuit and the image signal
processing block in the second operation mode; the
image signal processing block converts a color image
into a black & white image in the second operation
mode; the image signal processing block further down-
samples black & white image to generate a down-
sampled black & white image, and compares a lumi-
nance value of a pixel in the down-sampled black &
white image with a threshold value; when the luminance
value is greater than the threshold value, the image sig-
nal processing block assigns a first predetermined lumi-
nance value to the pixel; and when the luminance value
is not greater than the threshold value, the image signal
processing block assigns a second predetermined lumi-
nance value to the pixel.
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13. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
a white balance module included in the image signal process-
ing block is enabled in the first operation mode, and is dis-
abled in the second operation mode.

14. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
the image capture block operates at a first capture frame rate
in the first operation mode, and operates at a second capture
frame rate higher than the first capture frame rate in the
second operation mode.

15. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 1, wherein
the image capture block operates at a first capture resolution
in the first operation mode, and operates at a second capture
resolution lower than the first capture resolution in the second
operation mode.

16. An electronic device, comprising:

a multi-purpose camera system, comprising:

an image capture block, arranged for generating an
image signal, wherein the image capture block com-
prises an image sensor, an optical system, and a con-
trol circuit; and

an image signal processing block, arranged for process-
ing the image signal, wherein when the multi-purpose
camera system is operated in a first operation mode,
the multi-purpose camera system acts as a camera for
generating a captured image output; when the multi-
purpose camera system is operated in a second opera-
tion mode, the multi-purpose camera system acts as
part of a user input apparatus for receiving a user
input; an overall configuration of the control circuit
and the image signal processing block in the first
operation mode is different from an overall configu-
ration of the control circuit and the image signal pro-
cessing block in the second operation mode; and at
least one of the image signal processing block and the
control circuit has lower power consumption in the
second operation mode than in the first operation
mode; and

auser input processing system, acting as another part of the

user input apparatus and arranged for identifying the
user input by processing an image output of the image
signal processing block in the second operation mode.
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17. The electronic device of claim 16, wherein the user
input processing system comprises:

a global motion estimation block, arranged for generating
global motion information according to the image out-
put of the image signal processing block; and

aprocessor, arranged for identifying the user input accord-
ing to the global motion information.

18. The electronic device of claim 17, wherein the global
motion estimation block is an electronic image stabilization
(EIS) module.

19. The electronic device of claim 16, wherein the user
input processing system identifies the user input as one of a
plurality of predetermined mouse operations.

20. The electronic device of claim 16, wherein the user
input processing system identifies the user input as one of a
plurality of predetermined directional key operations.

21. The electronic device of claim 16, wherein the user
input processing system identifies the user input as one of a
plurality of predetermined touch panel operations.

22. The electronic device of claim 16, being a portable
electronic device.

23. The electronic device of claim 22, wherein the portable
electronic device is a mobile phone.

24. A multi-purpose camera system integrated in a portable
electronic device, comprising:

an image capture block, arranged for generating an image
signal; and

an image signal processing block, arranged for processing
the image signal;

wherein when the multi-purpose camera system is oper-
ated in a first operation mode, the multi-purpose camera
system acts as a camera for generating a captured image
output; when the multi-purpose camera system is oper-
ated in a second operation mode, the multi-purpose cam-
era system acts as part of a user input apparatus for
receiving a user input; and a control circuit included in
the image capture block has lower power consumption
in the second operation mode than in the first operation
mode.

25. The multi-purpose camera system of claim 24, wherein

the portable electronic device is a mobile phone.
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